
The Center for Arts Education remains committed to ensuring that the
arts are included in every child’s education. We are pleased to share the
second set in a series of remote learning activities and resources for all
ages adapted from the Future Arts Initiative, a joint project between CAE
and NYCDOE District 29 in Queens. These activities, inspired by diverse
contemporary artists, are fun and easy to do in the remote classroom or
at home. 
 
 
The Future Arts Initiative is funded by the US Department of Education
and provides hands-on training and assistance for elementary and middle
school teachers to integrate multicultural contemporary art into visual
arts, social studies, and other classroom instruction. We thank our
teaching artists for identifying these resources that will now reach many
more educators and families.
 
 
 

The Center for Arts Education's 
Contemporary Art  Remote Learning Activities



 
 

Remote Arts Learning Resources: 

Paper Weaving and Assembly (Inspired by Abdoulaye Konaté) 

Objective: Create artwork by cutting, 

weaving and assembling paper. 

 

Skills: 

Dexterity 

Creativity 

 

Materials: 

Scissors and paper materials (junk mail, 

magazines, newspapers, food boxes, 

construction, printer paper, etc.) 
 

 

 

Left: Brésil (Guarani) by Abdoulaye Konaté, Textile (detail), c. 2015 

Suggested Activity: 

• Browse the Blaine|Southern Gallery’s 2019 exhibition as well as Primo Marella Gallery’s 

images of Abdoulaye Konaté’s artwork for inspiration. Observe the shapes he cuts, how he 

sews his textile materials, and how he assembles the pieces. 

• Start with a piece of paper, fold it in half (hamburger style), and cut from the folded side 

toward the edges, stopping before cutting all the way through (leaving about an inch of 

connected paper). Repeat until your paper has lines cut all across. See this template for an 

idea of what your paper should look like once unfolded.  

• Next, take more paper materials and cut strips that are at least the width of the paper base. 

1. Work 1: Using the strips you cut, pull them over/under the slots of your cut paper, 

making sure to pull the strips over and under alternate slots with each new layer to 

create a woven texture. Continue until all the slots are filled.  

2. Work 2: Take another uncut sheet of paper and more strips and begin assembling them 

side by side and in layers, similar to Konaté’s work. If you have tape or glue you can 

paste them down, but otherwise simply move them around with your hands and play 

with the different images you can create.  

 

Discussion Questions: 

• How did you decide what to weave/where to weave it? Were certain strips more challenging? 

• Did either artwork turn out the way you imagined it? Describe your experience artmaking. 

• What visual similarities do you see between your work and Konaté’s? What differences? 

 

About the Artist: 

Abdoulaye Konaté (b. 1953 in Mali, a country located in West Africa) primarily employs textiles and 

used clothing in his combined practice of assembly, hanging and dyeing to create large scale works. 

His compositions range from abstract to figurative and vary greatly in size. Konaté’s installations 

often explore environmental and socio-political issues from both individual and societal perspectives.  

 

Additional Resources: 

• Watch this Bloomberg Brilliant Ideas video about Abdoulaye Konaté. 

• Watch this video of Abdoulaye Konaté in conversation with curator Koyo Kouoh. 

https://www.galleriesnow.net/shows/abdoulaye-konate-couleurs-dame/
https://www.primomarellagallery.com/en/artists/1/abdoulaye-konate/
https://cdn.babbledabbledo.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/PAPER-WEAVING-Cutting-Template-BABBLE-DABBLE-DO.pdf
https://youtu.be/u2sJhsCPuZM
https://youtu.be/E0_7gKof8JM
https://universes.art/en/venice-biennale/2017/viva-arte-viva/photos-arsenale-2/hale-tenger


 
 

Remote Arts Learning Resources: 

Self-Portraits (inspired by Yue Minjun) 

 

 
Objective: Draw an exaggerated self-portrait. 
 

Skills:  

Creativity 

Finding Humor 

 

Materials: Paper and color markers (or pencils, crayons, 

paints, pens, etc.) 

Suggested Activity: Browse through Yue Minjun’s gallery, 

linked below, and create your own exaggerated self-

portrait. Imagine a dreamlike scenario to use as a 

background for your drawing. You can insert yourself into 

the drawing in any way you like. You can change the color 

of your hair, size of your body or age. Choose bright colors 

to further exaggerate your image. Make sure to finish by 

giving your artwork a title. 

   Yue Minjun, Untitled (Smile-ism No.8), 2006 

Yue Minjun, Penguin, 2000.  

 

Guiding Questions:  

• What is a Self-Portrait? What 

elements did you include to make it 

a portrait of you? 

• What is the meaning behind your 

title? Do you think it changes how 

your self-portrait would be 

understood? 

• How do the colors you use change 

the mood of your artwork?  

 

 

 

About the Artist: 

Yue Minjun is a contemporary Chinese artist known for his inventive take on self-portraiture. His 

brightly colored depictions of laughing figures are influenced both by Pop Art and Surrealism. His 

works act as a form of social and political critique which deals with both Chinese history and Western 

art. Minjun is associated with the Cynical Realism movement that formed in China during the 1980s 

and 1990s that used irony, humor and satire for the purpose of social and political critique.  

http://www.artnet.com/artists/yue-minjun/
https://www.widewalls.ch/cynical-realism/


 
 

Remote Arts Learning Resources: 

“Soundsuits” and Fashion Sculpture (Inspired by Nick Cave) 

 
Objective: 

Create an outfit that conveys your identity using found objects and 

articles of clothing. 

 

Skills: 

• Analytical thinking  

• Creativity 

• Identifying shapes and colors 

• Improvisation with textiles and objects 

 

Materials: 

• T-shirts, pants, dresses, etc. 

• Fabric scraps 

• Tape  

• Hot glue guns and glue sticks 

• Found objects (i.e. twigs, leaves, books, paper shreds, bottle 

caps, cardboard boxes, etc.) 

 

Suggested Activity: 

Using Nick Cave’s concepts of Soundsuits, think about your personal identity and also how you may 

appear to friends, family, or others. Discuss the aspects of your identity that you enjoy highlighting 

and what you would rather conceal. Create an outfit/fashion sculpture that depicts these different 

aspects of your identity, using objects like flowers, leaves or books that you may not have used in 

creating an outfit before.   

 

Guiding Questions: 

• How do you see yourself? How do you want others to see you? 

• If you could use a color, fabric, or texture to describe yourself what would it be?  

• What does it mean to you to repurpose old clothes or objects to make new outfits? 

• Was it challenging to try to convey your identity through clothing? 

  

About the Artist:  

Nick Cave, born in 1959 in Fulton, Missouri, is a practicing American performance artist, fabric 

sculptor, visual artist, and dancer. Well known for his Soundsuits, sculptural forms based on the 

scale of his body, Cave uses these pieces as ways to create a second skin that conceals race, gender 

and class, forcing the viewer to look without judgment.  

 

Additional Resources: 

• https://www.pbs.org/video/pbs-newshour-nick-cave-brings-art-sculpture-to-life-with-

soundsuits/ 

• https://art21.org/artist/nick-cave/ 

Nick Cave, Soundsuit, 2009 

https://www.pbs.org/video/pbs-newshour-nick-cave-brings-art-sculpture-to-life-with-soundsuits/
https://www.pbs.org/video/pbs-newshour-nick-cave-brings-art-sculpture-to-life-with-soundsuits/
https://art21.org/artist/nick-cave/

